
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

The District Office 

Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, February 23, 2015 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Mrs. Stroman, vice chairperson;         
Mr. Boyd; Dr. Fort; Dr. Hughes; and Mrs. James.  Mrs. Hensley was absent.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Slayman, superintendent; Dr. King, associate superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction; Mr. Gardner, associate superintendent for operations; Mrs. 
Stroud, executive director of finance; Ms. Williams, executive director of human 
resources; Mrs. Clinton, public information officer; Mrs. Fort, principal of Great Falls 
Middle/High School; Mr. Tidwell, principal of Chester Middle School; Mr. Erwin, principal 
of Lewisville Middle School; and Mr. Digh, assistant principal at Lewisville Middle 
School. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Lawson called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience. 
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Boyd gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976,    
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The Herald  (Rock Hill); The News & Reporter (Chester); 
WRBK Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News 
(Rock Hill). 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 Chester County School District Junior Scholars – The district’s middle school 
students who scored 50 or greater on the PSAT were recognized for being 2014-2015 
Junior Scholars.  The students were Jonathan Melton, Brad Mendoza, Madyson Patsel, 
Morgan Streicher and Justin Thomas – all from Lewisville Middle School; James Wyatt 
Tunall and Lois Ann Wells – both from Chester Middle School; and Landon Digh and 
Tanadje’ Price – both from Great Falls Middle School.  Each student received a 

certificate from the district for this achievement.  Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Boyd presented 
the certificates to the students. 
 

 Lewisville High School Student Athlete – Student Autumn Jordan was 
recognized for being Lewisville High School All State Volleyball player for 2014-2015 
school year.  The student received a certificate from the district for this athletic 
achievement. Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Boyd presented the certificate to the student. 
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 Band (and Athletic) Recognition – Great Falls High School band students Eric 
Gage, Chloe Harris, Michael Howe, Kiya Rollins, Emilee Smarr, Seth Suter and 
Matthew Trent were recognized for being selected to Coastal Carolina University Honor 
Band Clinic.  Students Eric Gage and Emilee Smarr were also recognized for being 
selected to South Carolina All State Band Directors Association Region 3 Clinic Honor 
Band. Each student received a certificate from the district for this achievement. Mrs. 
Stroman and Mrs. James presented the certificates to the students. 
 
 Student athletes Tyquan Ross, Shyheim Kelly, Chris Culp and Tyler Langley were 
recognized for being Great Falls High School All Region Football players for 2014-2015 
school year and being selected to South Carolina Coaches Association All State 
Football for 2014-2015 school year.   Student John Hall was also recognized for being 
selected to South Carolina Coaches Association All State Football for 2014-2015 
school year.  Each student received a certificate from the district for each athletic 
achievement.  Dr. Hughes presented the certificates to the students. 

 
 Student Thomas Mills was recognized for being Great Falls High School All 
Region Cross Country runner for 2014-2015 school year. The student received a 
certificate from the district for this achievement.  Mrs. Lawson presented the certificate 
to the student.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. Lawson announced that no one had signed up for Public Comment to 
address the board on any nonpersonnel subject. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Dr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Boyd, the board voted unanimously 
(6-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  meeting agenda; 
minutes of January 26, 2015, meeting; request for overnight field trip; and Act 155 
petitioners. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Slayman reported that the budget calendar was updated and provided to the 

board for information.  She also reported that the board would be asked to take action 
on a salary study and a recommendation for the snow day forgiveness at the March 
board meeting. 
 

The Superintendent’s Report included a video presentation on the district’s drone 
that was purchased to take aerial shots of Chester Park Elementary School of the Arts 
human mosaic, telemedicine used in elementary school clinics, and classroom 
interaction with the students in eighth grade in Croatia and at Lewisville Middle School. 
The video presentation was made by the public information officer, Mrs. Clinton.      
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 There was no business to be considered from the previous meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 FY 2016 Finance and Budget Update – Mrs. Stroud reported the latest budget 
information available from the state.  She reported that a budget was passed by the 
House Ways and Means Committee that indicated the base student cost (BSC) would 
be $2,220, which would be a net increase of $275,000 for the district.  She also 
reported that the teacher salary schedule would remain the same with the step increase 
for teachers, but the state minimum would not change.  

 

 Monthly Financial Status Report – Mrs. Stroud presented the monthly financial 
status report for the month ending January 31, 2015 (Attachment A).  The report 
indicated the year-to-date revenue at $25,748,043 and the year-to-date expenditures at 
$21,384,185.  The revenue and the expenditures, as a percentage of the budget, were 
on target with last year at the same period.  Mrs. Stroud reported the district fund 
balance, which was $14,371,175 at the end of January. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Academic Calendar for 2015-2016 – On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by 
Mrs. Stroman, the board voted unanimously (6-0) to approve the calendar for the 2015-
2016 academic year as presented (Attachment B). 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Dr. Fort, the board voted unanimously        
(6-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 6:50 p.m. to hear personnel 
recommendations, personnel matters, contractual matters, and parent requests for 
appeal hearings for students expelled recently.  (There were no personnel 
recommendations, personnel matters or contractual matters to be heard.) 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Dr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Boyd, the board voted unanimously 
(6-0) to return to open session. 
 
 Upon returning to open session, the board took the following actions. 
 
 On a motion by Dr. Fort, seconded by Mrs. Stroman, the board voted unanimously 
(6-0) to uphold the district hearing officer’s decision to expel Student A for the 
remainder of the school year. 
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 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Hughes, the board voted 
unanimously (6-0) to uphold the district hearing officer’s decision to expel Student B      
for the remainder of the school. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mr. Boyd moved, and Dr. Fort seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Agnes M. Slayman, Ph.D. 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


